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I nave’the Aonor to reyort tuat, acsorai:u_ to 


re 60 in- 
formation weceived by tie Sor.sulate from wine. is sone 


alcered to be a reliable source, King Ibm Sseud 


4 Sed 11as pus~ 
chased four Britisn wero,laues. It is  ~resumecd that 
these planes are 4o be ouployed for wilitary purposes, 


as Ibo Saua has .ad au opportunity to svoserve tue 


suceeésys avteudin, sneir use on the -reusygor 


P T 52 
Cah y LYrac cole Ld ae 


acen-Yenen borcers in syying out raiding Jarvies, drogp- 


% 
ing messages or warnings, bombing disarfected villa.eg as 4 
‘ ; : 1 rz 
and tribes, and tne likes. It has beer su, 25tee tat, z = 
& 
Ibn Saud orderen tnese ,lanes in tue aope tnat tire, 
would facilitate his lwiting .ovm or tne revel leader, 


So 


Faisal ed Dowish, uu. other uisa. fected UVejcai ele.:ents, 
but it is :mowmm that 


bi arpa me a vA) ote tse os a Hg 
tuey a.cived at Bl Katif (Persian 


Sulf) too lute tc be cf service in ais recent 


Pega. 

Campaign. =t ils 1teportea tha. tuese planes have been 
ordered through British Government channels and tuat 

/ they will be -lown by British ,ilots 


It is interestin,;; to recall in this comnmecuion that 
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King Ali imported a few planes at the end of 1°25 to 
protect him avzainst the Wahhabi invasion of tne Medjaz 
neaded by .bn Saud. They are said to have lain idle 
at Jidda sinoe - ay, 1926, when they were overhauled 
by a British airvian, vut it was reported last year that 
they had been reconditioned by a rulish envineer, who 
made several successful test flights in then. It is 
not believed tnat they are now in use, however, “~isuse 
and unsxilled attention »rovably having 1remuered then 
non-airvorthy. . 
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REGARDING: 
Purchase of airplanes by the Hedjaz from Great Britain and the 
possibility of these planes being used in an attack against 
the Yemen. 
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SUBJECT: Humor of Hedjasi Attack an Yemen. 
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WHE SECKETUY of STATE, 
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SIR: 


[ have the hener te quote below w. {tem wiiich ap 
peared in the isew of the 9.0L Risxaly (Tonden) for 
September 10, 1930. 


"Fi igni-Li@atennat HH. L. Re Atchericy, wim 

of the Sehneider Trophy pilets, wil) leave 
England en Saturday to join Ne. 14 vombing 
eyuadron at Aman, Transjordmia. 


"He wild. be nosompmniod by other officers 
in the Royal Air Foree, 


"Four Wapiti aereplames pileted Britian 
pilota ie ft Aman yeaterdny to via 
Bagdad to Kowelt on the Persian Gulf, 


‘fneee machines (says Reuter) are to form 
the nuvleus of an air forse for the 
i@ijas and should enable Imm Saud, King 

of the HeGjaz, to exercise better contre) 
ever the frontier tribes and to cheek their 
raiding instinets. 


‘An aportant tribal emferense opened at 

Aman yesterday when the especial British 

Cemiesioner met re entatives fron the 

Hedjaz and from Nejad." 

I have been informd by a Royal Air Feree officer 
with whem I am elesely as gainted that Flight-lLieutenant 
Perey Pearsen (spelling wieartain) paged through .dem 
yesterday on his way from Jidiah te Ivaq, were be will 
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vesump his duties with the Reyal Air Feree. It 
appears that he was one of the pilots accompanying 
Flighnt-Lieutenant Atehe rley, mationed above. I 
was informed that he was ordered te Jidiah by his 
Commanding Officer in Iraq, that he there joined 
three other Britim: pilots, and that they pile ted 
the four Wapiti plamws te Baghdad. ‘they remained 
in Bagnédad for ten days while the planes were re- 
cond itieoned, and then they were flom back te 
J iddeh. It was stated that the planes went Ww way 
ef Maan, Transjora@an. Although Flight-lLieutenant 
Pearson is retuming te Iraq, it is wmidersteod that 
British pileote will centinuse te fly the machines. 
The foregoing is mentioned for tw seasons. 

Firet, it is neted that first-class British fighting 
planes have Deen sold to [bn Saud, that they ware 
taken to Baghdad to be reconditioned, and that the 
undertaking was carried out by Rayal Air Porvce officers 
on astive service. The second point of interest 
arises from the statement by Fi ight-Liceutenant 
Pearsen, whe speaks enthusiastically of his reception 
ami entertainment at Jidiah, ef his emviction that 
Im Sand definitely plas an attack on the Yanen 
during the eaming winter. (This suggestion form 
the subject of this Conmgilate's despateh No. 247 of 
august. 18, 1930.) altheugh he 414 not mention his 
sowrees of information, the impression he gave w 
inferumt was that he considered sush an atiack 
most lilply, if net a certainty. 
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It is interesting te resali that the Hedjas 
Minister hes vesentiy denied as false all runers 
and soperts to the effect that Ibm Sand has hostile 
desigae againat the peoghes an my of his deréiers, 
including these of the Yoenen. 

Respectfully yours, 


Cleayee K. Rue tas 
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REGARDING: Landing ground in Riyadh. 
Rumor that Saudi Arabia Government contemplates 
enlarging the -- and making it suitable airport 
for both military and civil purposes. 
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